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At first glance, it might seem that globalization processes, accelerated by the progressive digitalization of societies,
would promote the recognition of otherness. However, globalization and multiculturalism in plural contemporary
societies have not always translated into respect for the other as different. The ease of communication and the
shortening of distances have not always translated into a true encounter of cultures, materialized in gestures of
true hospitality. In this sense, it becomes imperative to think about hospitality in the new emerging context. In
fact, the imperative to practice hospitality constitutes a mark of Western civilization.
Already in Homer’s Odyssey, the hero Ulysses punishes Polyphemus for not having respected the obligation of
hospitality towards him and his companions. In fact, hospitality has been a constitutive element of the West,
marked by linguistic, cultural, and religious differences, in a world whose borders are supposed to be well defined.
In his discussion of hospitality, Derrida shows how Socrates, in Plato’s dialogue “The Apology of Socrates,” places
himself in the position of a foreigner. In fact, Socrates presents himself as foreigner, that is, alien to the language
and procedures of the court that is judging him. According to Derrida, Socrates shows, in this way, the extent to
which the foreigner is forced to ask for hospitality in a language he does not know. The court reduces Socrates to
the other, the different. Moreover, the court forces him to deny his difference, his own identity, because he has to
adapt himself to a system that he does not control. The paradox arises when Socrates, who regrets being regarded
as a foreigner, asks the court to treat him at least as a foreigner. Socrates feels so outraged that he asks to be
granted at least the rights of a non-national.
In doing so, Socrates shows how recognizing the rights of the foreigner not only generates hospitality but also
limits it. Whenever a human being is recognized as human being, he or she will necessarily be seen as an other, as
someone different. This person will have to adapt him or herself to a system, culture or world that will that will
define him or her as a foreigner. In short, in the phenomena that we tend to see as hospitality there is always a
certain hospitability.
In a world of ongoing migratory crises, and in the context of a return to nationalisms of exclusion combined with
populisms of prejudice and aversion to those who are different, it becomes imperative to rethink the ethics and
politics of hospitality. In this context, Derrida’s deconstructive approach to hospitality can be useful. The
distinction between conditioned and unconditioned hospitality is fundamental.
On the one hand, this distinction requires us to respect the other in his/her own difference, being aware of the
possibility of looking the other with fear, as if he or she were an alien, a threat to the established identity. In such a
context, it is important to avoid reducing the other to a simple foreigner, refugee, immigrant, migrant worker, or
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guest. It is important to go beyond mutual hospitality between host and guest, following, for example, Levinas’
approach. On the other hand, the distinction mentioned above makes also clear the difficulty, perhaps
impossibility, of realizing a pure hospitality.
With the notion of the “Inoperative Community,” Jean-Luc Nancy also makes a significant contribution to the
debate around hospitality (Inoperative Community, 1991). By “inoperative,” Nancy does not mean that the
community fails, collapses, or does not function. The term refers, rather, to a community that is not the result of a
social, political, conceptual, technical production. Such a community cannot be reduced to a “simple thing,” by
losing necessarily the in of being-in-common, but rather preserving the being-with and being-together in the
difference of the individuals.
Moreover, hospitality is in a way a must. As Anne Dufourmantelle states, the human condition is marked by the
experience of exile. And, in this situation of vulnerability, the human person is forced to exist with others. This is
why hospitality, even if impure or imperfect, can never be dispensed.
In recent years, especially after the fateful September 11th, numerous publications on this theme have appeared in
the most diverse fields of knowledge. From ethics and politics to cultural and sociological studies, tourism and
religion studies, the theme is very much alive, also in the context of the digital communities that are emerging.
Philosophy, in its different approaches, has also dealt with this major theme. It is important to revisit this theme by
trying to understand the meaning of hospitality in the contemporary context. Thus, the Portuguese Philosophical
Journal (RPF – Revista Portuguesa de Filosofia) invites all researchers to join this debate, with original
contributions on the following topics:
- Hospitality versus the fear of otherness.
- Conditional and unconditional hospitality.
- The ambivalences of hospitality: guest-host; hospitality-hostipitality; etc.
- Forgiveness as hospitality.
- The role of empathy in hospitality.
- Phenomenology of the foreigner;.
- The other reduced to a stranger: the phenomenon of marginalization of the immigrant, refugee…
- The homo sacer and other excluded people from hospitality.
- Nationalism, populisms, xenophobia, and prejudices.
- Hospitality policy in migratory contexts.
- Hospitality, globalism, cosmopolitanism, pluralism and multiculturalism.
- The ambivalence of borders as places of encounter and rejection;
- Hospitality, tolerance, and coexistence with others.
- Tourism as simulation of hospitality.
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